
SLDM Parish Council Meeting Minutes 

Date: June 10, 2021, 7:00pm (Church Basement) 

Scribe: Louie Jorczak 

Attendees:  Father Haan, Father Sean, Bryan Freyberger, Jon Zatkulak, Amanda Kizer, Jeff 

Oelker, Louie Jorczak, Bryan John, Ange Bailey, Emily Colmenar, Jamie Anderson, Patrick 

Carter, Gene Dustman, Alan Lessard, Mark Mader, and Jeff Grasser. 

 

Guest: Katie Herzing, Missy Krockover 

 

Absent:  Scot Boutcher 

 

Agenda Items: 

1. Opening Prayer - Father Haan 

2. Review and Analysis of Parish Survey and Recommendations (678 surveys (429 

complete and 149 partial)) 

A. COVID Responses 

i. During COVID 19 people mostly missed participating in the mass and 

parish community.  

ii. 73% have returned.  

iii. Some won’t come until mask and social distancing mandates are removed. 

There are also those on the other side of spectrum that don’t like the 

restrictions being lifted.  

iv. Likely it’s more than 10% of people that still have COVID concerns, 

including a lot in the “returned” group that still have concerns. 

B. Uniting in Heart (UIH) 

i. SLDM’s numbers in this area are consistent with what is being seen in all 

the pastorates. 

ii. There is still the mistaken notion out there that this is a fund-raising 

appeal. 

iii. UIH helps with better evangelization, and helps keep parish size down, 

People want to prayerfully participate, but many still have mixed feelings 

about the diocese. 

C. Spirituality and Pastoral Response 

i. Most people attend the morning masses on the weekend. 

ii. In general people have good experiences at mass. There is plenty of 

hospitality and people feel welcome. This makes people feel that they are 

coming closer to Christ. There are still people making decisions about 

whether to attend mass live. 

iii. Homilies are generally well received. 

iv. People want a deeper devotional life and are looking to SLDM to provide 

more devotions and devotional materials.  

v. People like confession times. 

vi. 40% (a very large number) desire to seek the guidance of a spiritual 

director.  
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vii. Eucharistic adoration is a strength—people know it’s available and like 

that.  

D. Communication Preferences 

i. Bulletin  (most utilized) 

ii. Email newsletter (second most) 

iii. Pulpit announcements (third) 

iv. Website (fourth) 

v. Face Book and Twitter are good for sharing evangelical 

messages/devotionals, but not the best way for sharing other types of 

information. 

vi. Text messages are a great way to share—need to develop this (potentially 

“What’s App” as well. 

E. Ministries 

i. 68% participate. 

ii. 20% do not, but would like to get involved. 

iii. 11% do not want to participate.  

iv. Some people expressed that it was difficult to get into a ministry. People 

expressed that they would come to participate if they had time, if they 

were aware of the needs, and if they knew someone already involved.  

v. Food pantry seems to be the most effective, and people also indicated that 

pro-life outreach was very effective as well.  

vi. CHRP and bible studies appear to be very popular, and a desire was 

expressed for kids bible study and “Catholic Q&A.”  

F. Stewardship 

i. People generally are contributing weekly with envelopes, or doing online 

giving. 

ii. People want to understand the need and know the impact of their 

contribution. These two are good ways to improve in this area. 

G. Faith/Family 

i. A lot of people attending live stream on weekly basis.  

ii. 60% consider church teachings when making decisions in their lives.  

iii. 75% rarely or never invite people to mass—we want to move that number 

up.  

iv. Desire to provide relevant opportunities for different groups of people—

college, single parent, Hispanic, people with disabilities, and non-Catholic 

spouses.  

v. Spiritual growth opportunities —people eager to get back.  

vi. Further Adult Faith Formation is desired, particularly for people on 

fringes, i.e. those in a blended family, divorced, annulments, etc.  

vii. Married people are feeling supported in their vocation.  

viii. Youth feel supported in their discernment process. 

ix. People are aware of the retreat center in Tipton and have expressed a 

desire to attend retreats.  

x. Education programs—91% believe school is valuable. 88.5% think it is a 

major part of mission. Engaging youth ministry is important and must be a 

part of the plan moving forward. 
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H. Recommendations take from general themes: 

i. Biggest thing is that people are still suffering from being away. Many had 

returned after being away only for the height of COVID in 2020. Some 

have been away for a year—the answers shared tells us a lot about people 

and how they’re suffering and ways they feel separated from church.  

ii. SLDM disconnect on the purpose of UIH.  

iii. People see this community as hospitable, however, it doesn’t always come 

through in service. There is a lot of affirmation for our new priests.  

iv. People are very sad and angry that church closed — not so much at 

SLDM, but in the larger church as a whole.  

v. We need to look for the opportunities to engage people, particularly with 

those losing their faith or new people coming back. Lots of areas for 

improvement to connect with people and get them to engage in their faith.  

I. Next Steps 

i. Read the report. 

ii. Write down what struck you. What are the emerging themes? What stood 

out? 

iii. Everyone will share at the next meeting. 

3. Fr. Haan led closing prayer. 

 

 

Next Meeting: Next meeting Tuesday, July 13, 7:00 pm – Location: Merton Room.  
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